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UM GRADUATE STUDENT WINS $3,000 LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP
MISSOULA —
Ian Smith, a history graduate student at The University of Montana, has been awarded 
this year’s $3,000 Susan Koch Library Research Scholarship.
UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library awards the scholarship annually to the 
individual who submits the best research paper or project based on materials from the library’s 
archives, special collections, government documents or maps collections. The award was 
presented April 14 during the annual Friends of the Library Banquet.
Smith wrote the winning paper, “A Case Study in Assimilation: Allotment and Fee 
Patenting on the Flathead Indian Reservation, 1895-1920,” for a History of Indian Affairs 
course taught by Professor Richmond Clow.
As a research assistant for Missoula’s Historical Research Associates, Smith has done 
work involving land and water rights on Indian reservations in the West. In his papers, Smith 
argues that the allotment and fee-patenting of lands on the Flathead Indian Reservation 
promoted dependency rather than self-sufficiency.
When he isn’t working on his history master’s degree, Smith plays piano and keyboards 
for the local rock band Oblio Joes.
The scholarship is named for the late Susan M. Koch, a Montana native and UM
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graduate who worked as an elementary school librarian in Missoula. She was an active member 
of the Friends of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library and served three years on the 
Friends’ Board of Directors.
Koch also was a member of the Theta Rho Chapter of the Delta Delta Delta Sorority 
and advocated for the Tri Delt Trust to support the Mansfield Library after the local chapter 
disbanded. Since 1980 the Tri Delts have designated the library as the primary recipient of 
their support.
Koch died in June 2000. The Mansfield Library established a scholarship in her name 
to recognize her long-term personal and professional interests in libraries and efforts to 
advance the development of library collections.
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